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BAY COLONY

CLUSTER DOG SHOW

December 8-11, 2005 Bayside Exposition Center, Boston

A series of four American Kennel Club shows presented by the region’s finest dog clubs:  Eastern Dog Club, Ladies’ Dog Club, Middlesex County Kennel Club, Concord Dog Training Club and agility by Yankee Golden Retriever Club

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT:  Julie Dennehy, 508-533-8311 julie@dennehypr.com, cell: 508-479-9848

PUBLIC CONTACT: Event hotline at 508-533-1153 or www.baycolonydogshow.com.
BAY COLONY CLUSTER DOG SHOW

ATTRACTS OVER 12,000 DOGS TO COMPETE IN

FOUR DAYS OF AKC CONFORMATION TRIALS

Boston goes to the dogs as one of the nation’s largest American Kennel Club dog shows 

takes over the Bayside Expo Thursday, December 8  - Sunday, December 11, 2005; 

show provides the region’s best holiday shopping for dog lovers

BOSTON, Mass.  –  One of the country’s largest AKC dog shows is back at the Bayside for four days of tail-wagging fun.   The Bay Colony Cluster Dog Show will be held from Thursday, December 8 through Sunday, December 11 at the Bayside Exposition Center in Boston. Sponsored by PEDIGREE brand dog foods, The Bay Colony Cluster Dog Show is a series of four shows, with an average of 3,000 pedigree pooches competing each day for top dog “Best In Show” honors and AKC titles after winning within their respective breeds and groups.

The Bay Colony Dog Show will run from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday, December 8 through Sunday, December 11 at the Bayside Exposition Center (from Boston, exit 15 off the Southeast Expressway, Route 93 South; from the south, exit 14 from Route 93 North).  Admission is $12 for adults and seniors and $7 for children. Parking is $12 and tickets are available at the door or through Ticketmaster at 617-931-2000 or at www.ticketmaster.com.  Discount coupons are available at any Petco store in Massachusetts and in Providence, Nashua and Salem, NH.  For more information and ring schedules, call the Bay Colony Cluster Dog Show event line at 508-533-1153 or visit www.baycolonydogshow.com.  Sorry, the public is not permitted to bring their dogs to the dog show.  The Bayside Exposition Center is handicapped accessible.

Over 32,000 people will learn about 160 AKC dog breeds, from the popular cocker spaniels and golden retrievers to the newly-recognized American Kennel Club (AKC) breeds such as Black Russian Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terriers, German Pinschers and Neopolitan Mastiffs.  Every day offers a unique mix of competitions, demonstrations, and special events, and each day of the show is presented by a different prestigious AKC dog club resulting in one “Best in Show” trophy each day.  

(more)
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Dogs can also show off their natural skills in AKC obedience trials on Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. only.  Obedience trials score a dog’s ability to perform exercises such as retrieving, jumping and scent discrimination.  On all four days of the show, spectators can watch dogs of all shapes and sizes participate in the fast-paced agility trials, run by the Yankee Golden Retriever Club.  (Note: agility runs 8a-5p on Thursday and Friday, and 6a to 2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.)  Agility trials are timed competitive events where dogs race their way through obstacles competing for AKC titles.  

On Saturday and Sunday from 11:30a-1:30p, the show offers family-oriented dog demonstrations in Ring 14 that will delight dog lovers of all ages.   Watch Northeast Search and Rescue and the DHS Beagle Brigade demonstrate their “dogs on the job” skills, and don’t miss the show’s annual “rescue parade” celebrating local breed rescue organizations and pooches with a new “leash on life.“

Are you sweet on your Saluki but can’t find a Christmas ornament or holiday stocking with his adorable face?  Dog lovers will be in holiday shopping heaven with 100 concession booths displaying every type of “doggy bling-bling” gift imaginable for your pampered pooch.  Just a few items featured include hand-knitted sweaters, specialty t-shirts and hats, grooming supplies, exercise equipment, digital photography, gourmet treats, handmade toys, safety products, bedding, and even custom clay pottery, fine jewelry and dog antiques.

If you are looking for information about a particular breed before making the big leap to dog ownership, public service booths will provide information about getting started in dog shows, breeder referrals, dog-related volunteer opportunities and careers, and purebred and breed rescue adoption programs.  Educational exhibits include the American Kennel Club, Pedigree’s Select-A-Dog computer, MSPCA, Mass. Federation of Dog Clubs & Responsible Dog Owners/Purebred Dog Breeders Referral Service, Animal Rescue League of Boston, 4-H Clubs, Search Dogs Northeast, N.E.A.D.S. assistance dogs, Canine Companions for Independence, Pets & People (pet therapy/visitation), and many breed rescue clubs from throughout New England to answer specific questions.

The Bay Colony Dog Spectacular, supported by PEDIGREE brand dog foods, is organized and run by volunteers from five prestigious local AKC dog clubs: Eastern Dog Club, Ladies’ Dog Club, Middlesex County Kennel Club and Concord Dog Training Club, and agility trials by the Yankee Golden Retriever Club.  These clubs donate part of the show proceeds to dog-related charities such as the Scholarship Fund at Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine, Search Dogs Northeast, Breeder Referral Services, and Angell Memorial Animal Hospital.
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